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1. Asian elcph~nt (Elephas maximus). The Asian elephant is listed as 
"endan,;;-ered" under the U.S. Endanger.ed Species Act ,(ESA), and under Appendix [ 
e:f the Convention' on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). No 
commercial activity is allowed with Asian elephant ivory. 

2. African ele~hant (Loxodonta africana). The African elephant (and its 
parts and products, including ivory) is regulated as an Appendix II species 
under CITES. In addition, African elephant ivory is protected under a Special 
Rul~ of the ESA (50 CFR 17. 40(e». This rule was amended, effective September 
1982. 

A. Non-=.ommerc,ial shipments. Raw and .worked ivory may be impor::ed and 
reexpo~ted for personal use (accompanying personal baggage) ~~thout CITES 
documents. However, some foreign countries require that CITES permits be 
obtained 'prior to entry/exit. We recommend that indi'liduals contact 
foreign count~ies priOr to their travels ' to determine 'what is required. 
Addresses of foreign authorities to contact are,available from the Federal 
I-lildlife Permit Office (WPO). 

B. Interstate commerce. No Federal permits are required for interstate 
commerce in African elephant ivory. However, all State and local laws must 
be observed. 

C. Commercial import. 

i. Import shipments of raw and worked ivory must be accompanied by 
proper CITES export or ,reexport documentation issued by a CITES party 
nation'(contact WPO for addresses of foreign CITES authcrities). 

if. Raw ivory must have originated in the wild in a CITES party 
country~ and this country must be indicated as the country of origin 
on all CITES documents. 

iii. As of Janua..ry ' 1984, all imported raw ivory (when ,;ize and 
densi::y make it feasible) must be legiblY marked ~th punch..,di.e..'L 
pur~uant t~ a goven~ent established system, as follows: a) two-let~~ r 
standard international code for country of origin (or country of 
reexpor~),b) registration number, c) year of regist~ation, and d) 
weight of ivory to nearest kilogram. ' A flash of color should ser','e as 
a background for the marking on the "lip mark area" (where the tus ~ 
emerged from ,skull , nenoted by staining if tusk is in natural sta~e), 
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iv. Prior to January 1984, importers lIIllSI: shov that the country from 
-:..-hich any unmarked r~w ivory fa imported . has certified that it does 
not require the raw ivory to be marked with punch-dies. 

'I. Worked ivory (substantially all · of the Burf.ace has been \.o'O!"1ced 
and no h.:rthec subsc.antial work J!: necessary to r.!ff~ct its purpose) i6 
::tnt required t ·o be mark.ed prior 1:0 import.: 

~.--- COtmne_rcia_l re~XpOLt. U.S. CI-fES reexport: ... ~rtificat-:p-~ are. required 
fed cQmmer.cial reexpo"tt: of both raw at J :.Tarkee' .. ·;ory. Applications ar~ 
av;:.ilable frOla I-lPO. 

i. Prier to reexpor::, unmarked or ilJ.1;-'-0perly riJ,-;:-keu raw ivot""y I!IUsr: 

be IiUrked by. punch-die, ·<;6 describp.:! allove. Ind!viduals poss€:ssing 
~uch rat.. iV0 1·Y should." 'apply to WE:) to obtain a marking codE: p;::ior to 
m2king any commercial re:.!xport· shipments. 

11. Worked ivory is not required to be marked Q"ith punch-dies pc-ioc 
to reexport.---M-;;;;th ·o~';"--------------------------------·-

--y ( j. Mascodon •.. The:re are no I:"estrictions on commercial a,ti"·ities L"!\'clvir.g matTIl 
.J.",,,\'! rna 5 Lodon i vo ry. 

"-- walrus ----­
~'he walrus (Odobenus rosili.3.rus) is regulated by the U.S. FJ.sh and Wildl!.fe 
.:-:rvice. under the liarine; }Wml1\al .Protection Ac.t ·' and is lis ted on Appendix I II (; l" 

CITES. \~alrus ..ivory acquired prior to December 21, 1972, and authentic Al.:lskar. 
Nat.ive h~nd±-crafts·- may·. b..e..s.o.l.d-..in.......!,_O~f.rstaf~ commerce ldthout a permit an:i 
expo-rted Ilnder a CITES Certificate of 0::igfn-i$su~d- by WPO.----pe:ltshing--ur­
~9rvin~ initials on walrus ivory does n0~ qualify it as a Native handicrafc. 
1,1 g'::Her3l, possession and transporta·tion of fresh walrus ivory other tll;:!! 
Nativ£, handicrafts is prohibited. 

;,na1.e ceeth 

TI!l! sper!ll t..'hale (Physeter catodon) is listed as Endangered under the ESA> urlder 
App~ndix I ~f CITES, and is covered under the Marine ~~mmal Protection A~~_ 
Interst2ce commerce in scrimshawed sperm ~hale teeth is allowed only under ~ 
Na.::ional l-farine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Certlficate oi: Exemption is sued t(n' 
ma::er1a"!. lawfully held in the U.S. on December 28, 1973. Contact t:he NHFS for 
further informati/)n (Page Building tIl, Room 280, F-CHS, 3300 Whitehaven Sc. > 
N. ~/., W';shiagton, D. C. 20235, 2.02/634-7265). Export is allowed only unde, 
this NMF~ Certificate of Exemption; in addition a CITES permit must be obtain~d 
from WPO. Import for commer~ial purpos~s is prohibited. These same 
restrictiC'~<=;. apply to material from the less com:u.ollly used blut, bowhead> 
f1,back, gray, right, a~d Sei whales. 
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